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Abstract

The thesis tackles the attitude of the religious institution in
Najaf towards the national state project in Irag 1918-1941. It is one
of the important themes as it deals with a crucial period of the
modern Iraqi history, represented in the foundation of the Iraqi
state as a national demand since 1918, then the foundation of the
state in 1921 and its political structure and the developments in
1941. the various Iraqi fronts had their own attitude. Therefore, we
have chosen the attitude of the religious institution in Najaf for
many reasons like: the religious institution has a great effect in the
iraqi people. Then, it has an explicit effect in determining its
attitudes towards that. Besides, it is a serene religious institution
which history goes back to the eleventh century. Its intervention in
the political affairs after centuries of avoiding that either for fear or
desire.

On the other hand, the political role of that religious institution
in Irag post-2003 reflected its ability to effect the decisions
concerning the building of the Iragi state after that date led to the
increase of academic studies and dealing with its aspects in Irag.
However, most of these studies overlooked an important aspect
that has to do with the structure of the state of Irag, consequently,
its stability during the period of study in terms of its ability to
encompass the people in their institution through the development
of the state foundations by the standard of modern state which
allow all to partake in the running of the affairs according to the
democratic deserving, in addition to the justice without reference
to the ethnical and sectarian bias caring for the social and
economical community. These are issued that nature of staem
national or not. That we are trying to deal with.

The these is of an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion
with the most important constusions of the study. The first chapter



studied the development of the political thinking in these
institutions until 1918. It tackled first the concept in terms of
historical foundation, elements and features. Then, it studied the
development of political theories of dealing with the authority,
representation theory, and the wilayat al-faikh theory. Finally, their
origination of the theory in the constitutional state.

The second chapter dealt with the attitude from the foundation
of the Iraqi state since 1918 until the stabilization of the political
system by recognition of the Iraqi constitution in 1925. We shed
light on its role in the national movement that called for
independence of Irag, and then, its role from nominating King
Faysal | as a king of Iraq in 1921, in addition to studying the Irag-
British Pact in 1922 and the election of the Founding Council in
1924 and finally the Iraqi constitution of 1925.

The third chapter speaks about the attitude of the religious
institution from the political life (1925-1941). It discusses the
attitude towards the Iraqi-British Pact (1930), and its attitudes
towards the phenomenon of political instability which Iraq has
witnessed during the era such as the anti-government movement
and the intervention of the army in the life as manifested in the
coup of 1936, and May movement in 1941. Finally, the chapter
discusses its attitude towards the modern political ideologies like
nationalism, liberalism, and leftism. While, the fourth chapter
discuses the attitude towards the issue of modernization of society.
The chapter speaks about the view to women, economical situation
and the n the reform of clerical education.

The research comes up to the following findings:

the religious institution witnessed great development in the
figh and political levels, which led to the emergence of a
reformist current that believed ii the right of society to



determine the form of governance keeping with the global
development.

The reformist current has contributed to the support of the
national movement of independence and calling for the
independence of Iraq and the foundation of the
constitutional state based on the principle of separation of
authorities.

The foundation of the Iragi state in 1921 basically was a by-
product of the internal factor of the 1920 Revolution in which
the religious institution has contributed and Britain was duly
obliged to the foundation of the Iraqi state.

The religious institution affirmed the necessity of achieving
total sovereignty as basic condition with the Iding of the
national state project in Irag. That led to the clash with the
Iraqi authority as well as the British.

The banishing of those poles of the religious institution who
were active in the confrontation of the British project to
support the partisan elite and keeping Iraq under their
mandate. That led to the undermining of the national
movement.

The appearance of the patriarch sheikh Mohamed Hussien Al
Kashif Alghita'a has redeemed the political weight of the
religious institution on one hand and its reforming role on the
other.

Iraqi politician could not create a state of institutions due to
struggle with the authority. That led the Iraqi state to be an
authority more than a modern state as it was supposed to be.
the religious institutions meant that and wanted reform.

The project of Irag state was not the real project at that time,
the reason is that it was based in accordance with the
British's, not the people’s, interests.
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