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Abstract

Studying the economic history of any city in the World is considered
as one of the important studies and subject at which the academic
programs of any university focus, because the economic resources
represent the base of evaluating the ( social, political and service ) unit of
any country, and they have an important role in the problems of our
current time , even they became a n element of development , especially
in the countries of the Third World that the city with a developed
economic structure can fulfill the main requirements of its society and

transfer it to the full developed era.

Though, we do not find , in the Iragi academic studies , any reference
to the researchers interests on the economic field especially on the local
level ,as in Al- Jajaf . What distinguished the understudy period is that it
had not been studied well in spite of subject importance especially for a

city like Al-Najaf with its distinguished history.

Many academicians , and non academicians, had studies the different
aspects of the history of Al-Najaf with different styles according to their
different projects and intellectual belongings, their studies dealt with the
social, political and educational aspects of the city history without any
separated study for economic study of the city, hence it became an argent

necessity to study ( Al-Najaf Economic History 1945-1968 ) .

The study is divided into an introduction, four chapters and a
conclusion that contains the most important results of the study. The first
chapter is entitled ( The Social and economic conditions and General
Problems of Al-Najaf AL-Ashraf City 1920-1945 ) , it is an important
approach to study the geographic and physiographic features
and their relation with the city rise and development , the origin of its

name, its functional characteristics relating the ( industrial , commercial



and religious ) aspects and the effect of the ( service ,social, economic
and political ) problems that obstructed the economic development in the

periods that preceded the understudy period .

The second chapter dealt with the city industrial statue which
included the most important crafts and the public industries that
represented an economic resources for many of the people of Al-Najaf,
especially before the rise of the modern machines and factories . This
chapter also studied the early beginning of the rise of the mechanic
industries (press, buses bodies manufacturing , plastic industries "the
private and the governmental " and food industries ) .These industries
witnessed a clear and obvious development after the second World War
1945-1968, due to the fast development of this sect with the increase
financial resources that are achieved by exporting crude oil which became
one of the main resources that supporting the public budget of which
priorities were to supports the sects of ( industry and electricity ) , and

this , in its turn, reflected directly on the Najafi industries .

The city commercial statue is studied in the third chapter which threw
lights on the transportation and its strategic effects on the increase of the
commercial exchanges to go beyond the local range, and the city
wholesale and retail on the internal and external levels. In this chapter
there is a separated topic for ( Al-Najaf Chamber of Commerce) to be a n
inclusive study showing the causes and reasons of the Chamber
establishment , its bylaws, election, members, the most important
achievements within nineteen years and the most important suggestion
that had been executed during the understudy period, and that which had
been executed in the other period. It must be mentioned that
( Al-Najaf Chamber of Commerce) needs more detailed studies beyond

the range of this topics to be recorded as academic study .



Al-Najaf , since its rise , is a religious city , so the fourth chapter
exhibited the most important religious financial resources that the city
obtained from the endowments of (Odheh) and the other religious
dentations that came from all the Muslims in the Islamic World , or that
are obtained by the weekly visits and the religious ceremonies during the
year, as well as the amounts came as the fees of burying the dead
persons. The chapter also showed the effect of the formal non financial
offices on the city as a fixed resource on which the Najafi markets
depended, by the salaries . The receipts did not depended on this offices ,
rather it includes the formal financial offices ( banks) that the city Knew in
1949, as well as the private ones , that preceded the formal ones, which
plied a n important role in supporting and developing the economic
activities by the loans they granted to the industrial, commercial and

structural projects .

Studying the economic history of any city is not an easy matter rather
conducting the research in the field of evaluating the economic
institutions is very difficult due to the large number of information and
data and the statistical figures which involved translating into statistical
tables to clarify the statue and conditions , and to refer to the
development of the study chapters and avoid the unnecessary
explanation, in addition to difficulty of obtaining the resources due to

their scarcity , or because they referred to the subject incidentally .

To deal with the information, the researcher followed the analytic
method depending on the statistical tables to analyze the industrial,
commercial and religious statues as well as the institutes conditions to

support the study analytic method .
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