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The Spatial Analysis of the Regional Development in Al-Najaf Al- Asnraf
Governorate

Mohammed Jawad Abbas ShabA a
Summary

With the modern Geography tendency in studying the subjects that deals with the
society problems and requirements in its spatial space, focusing on the applied studies, the
interest on Development that has positive effects on different fields and found out the
treatment of different problems, while the regiona development to resolve the problem of

the spatial difference and its economic and socia effects on the region erest .

Al-Nagjaf Al- Ashraf governorate located at the western south part of Irag with an
area of (28824) km? which represents (6.6%) of the total area of Irag. It includes the
administrative units (the center of Al-Ngjaf district, the communes of Al-Haydariyah and
Shebecha , the center of Kufa district, the communes of Al-Abbasiyah and Al- Huriyah,
the center of Al-Manadherah district and the communes of Al-Hirah, Al- Mishkhab and
Al- Qhadissiyah), considering the study requirements ,the governorate is treated as a

region for it has the same planning of the central administrative planning.

The study discusses the theoretical concepts of the geography of development and
the regiona planning and their importance for the modern applied studies and the
geographical evaluation of the population, economic and socia development indicationsin
the administrative units according to the planning standers, then it tries to analyze them
according to the factorial analysis resultsin the programs of (S.P.S.S.), (SW.O.T.) aswell
as the (G.I.S) to prepare t plans .Four factors have been derived ,all explain (84.89%) of
the total difference of the variables that were entered to the factorial analysis method, the
first factor is represented by population and services with an explained difference rate
(36.54%)and a sample value of (9.135), the second factor is the structural development
(21.919%) and (5.48), the third one is the development factor industrial and agricultural
(16.68%) and (4.17)the fourth one is the touristic development (9.752%) and (2.438).The

analysis results shows that there is a tendency to control the regional level and that was



clarified in the control of the center of Al-Ngjaf district and the center of Kufa district
which occupied the first stages in all of the derived factors. This involved a treatment of
this control by defusing activities and services on the administrative units according to
their capacity as the study shown . The investigation of defining the bad sic elements
enable us to define the factors that affect the regional development in the governorate and
distribute the variables according to their effects on the administrative units and evaluate
them in a matrix that fulfill the development and put a map to show it on a spatial field.
These factors are depended to suggest and discuss four alternatives for the regional
development strategy in the government ,the first substitute is represent by founding a
development poll in the region ,the , the second is to make development follow the main
roads of the cities , the third one is to make all the administrative units centers of
development but this will involve high costs, these three alternatives are criticized , so the
fourth one came to be represented by the central area of development ( the devel opmental
triangle), the conclusion founds that the planning for the regiona development cannot be
achieved y one poll of development or by centers distributed on the study region so it
suggest to find a central area of three developmental centers to be the base on which the
other areas in the region depend to obtain a balanced and comprehensive regional
development . This (developmental triangle) includes the administrative units of (the center
of Al-Nagaf digtrict, Al-Abbasiyah and Al-Hirah) for their distinguished characteristics
such as the geographical site, that each one locates in the midst of districts, aswell astheir
population and economic elements that might be invested to achieve the balance and
decrease the differences .More over, the investment should be directed towards the social
services and the infrastructures especialy in the fields of (housing, education, health,
energy, roads, drinking water and drainage) ,in addition to the other suggestions and
recommendations, such as the suggestion of the (developmental triangle) for the three
administrative units within the comprehensive regional development in the government,
developing the fields of industry, agriculture and tourisms and put forward for the required

social servicesin al the administrative units in the government to the target year 2020.



