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The Political Trends in the Holy City of Najaf and Their
Attitude Towards The Political Developments in Iraq
(1954-1963 )

- A Historical Study -
U'day Hatem Abdul-Zahra Al-Mafraji

Summary

In the Holy city of Najaf, there was a group of political trends that
were distributed among the Islamic movement, right-wing and left-wing.
They were activated after 1954 because of the tightness of grip practised
by Noori Al-Sa'id's Cabinet ( formed in 3" August 1954 and ended in 17
Dec. 1955 ) against the political liberites that were increasing their
political activity. This activity has been increased after the 14™ of July
Revolution, so there is no doubt to be there political interest relations or
aversion leading to an intellectual conflict among those trends. These
matters have been documented in five chapters preceded by a preface
explaining the political intellectual background in the holy city of Najaf
since 1905 till 1954 to be a cognitive introduction to these trends and
their activity, in addition to a conclusion implied the most important
results and recommendations.

This academic study aims at so many things the researcher tried to
investigate beginning from documentation of the political trends' stage of
activity in the holy city of Najaf for the period 1954-1936, explanation of
that activity and its characteristcs, and realization of its being non-
resticted to one spescific political calss as it involved all the other
political trends. It aims to know how the activist Islamists returned to
revive their political activity after the prevailing of the conservative Islam
that does not intervene in politics or its affaires to preserve Islam and its
adherents. This return is considered as a step towards practising politics
and mixing it with religion.

The study aims also to exhibt the political trends appeared in the
holy city of Najaf and their activity and how they were crystallized in a
political trend that adopted the ideology on which those trends are based.
They were : ( The Najafi Islamic Activist Trend ), ( The Najafi National
Trend ), and ( The Najafi Communist Trend ). It aims to explain whether
the relations among the Najafi political trends were built on mutual
political interests, whether they reached an announced coalition stage or
an intellectual political conflict, with the explanation of the forms the
conflict adopted, and whether this conflict has an ideology derived from



those trends or imported its tools abroad. The last aim the study tried to
achieve is to show the secularism form and its existence in the holy city
of Najaf, and to reveal its political activity and whether there was any
leading role such as the attitude adopted against the tripartite aggression
on Egypt in 1956.

The most important results the thesis revealed were the following :

1- The political activity of the Najafi poltical trends began since 1954
and may be motivated for the follwing reasons :

A- Turning of the political activity in Iraq to the underground
work that is characterized by activity and effectiveness.

B- Existence of political internal and external events that
practised their role in the appearance of those trends. The
internal events were represented by the high standards of
living and the initiatives of holding Baghdad Pact and the
Naseri and Soviet extension. This activity has been
concluded by the 8™ of Fabruary 1963 coup d'etat when the
Ba'ath repressed leftism and tried to scale the activist
Islamists in their positions.

2- The Najafi political movements were crystallized in a political
trend that adopted the ideological nature of those movement. So the
(Najafi Islamic Activist Trend ) was group of Islamic movements
included ( The Moslem Youth ), (Al-Aga'edeyyean ), ( The Islamic
Call ) and (Jama'at Al-U'lamaa' ), the ( Najafi National Trend )
implied a group of rightist mevements including ( The
Independence Party ), ( The Ba'ath Party ), ( The Arab Nationalists
Movement ) and ( The Arab Socialist Party ), while the ( Najafi
Communist Party ) was a group of lefist movements implying (
Iraqgi Communist Party ), ( Maoism Movement ) and ( Jama'at
Rayat Al-Sagheela ), in addition to the liberal movement ( Iraqi
National Party ) with left-wing.
tendency.

3- The secular political trends in the holy city of Najaf have external
inclinations. So the nationalists' tendencies were divided according
to their movements, the indepent were following Egypt, the Ba'ath
purseued Syria, and the Arab Nationalist Movement was inclining
towards Jordan by means of some migrated Palestinians.

As for the commuism, its tendencies were distributed in

accordance to the movements, its

tendencies were distributed in accordance to the movements it
implied. So the Commuinst

Party was inclining towards the Soviet Union, and the Maoism
towards popular China. Those



inclinations were the main reason that gave birth to the political
intellectual trends conflicts among the Najafi political trends .

The researcher recommends the following :

1- Increasing study of the local political trends in the Iraqi cities,

especially after the penetrations of
political thoughts to each aspect of those cities' sociaties and made
them politically activated.

2- Possibility of extracting an academic study concerning the same
subject matter for the period 1963-1968.

3- Possiblity of extracting an academic study concerning some Najafi
political elites such as ( Mohammad Mahdi Al-Hakeem ), Sayed (
Mohammad Bahr Al-O'loom ), and ( Hussein =~ Ahmed Al-Radhawi )
known as ( Selam Adel ).

4- 1t 1s necessary for the academic studies that research into the

political trends to depend on the

specialized foreign resources, especially that some of those studies
were derived from audiences made with some Iraqi political elites,
of them were the migrated Najafi ones.

5- It is necessary for the researchers of the political trends of the Iraqi
cities to observe the personal audiences with some elites of those
trends and argue about their political activity associations.

6- It is also necessary for the Shi'ite politicians to follow those Najafi
elites who practised the political activity on an effective and
operative level on the iraqi political arena and to be faraway from
egoisim, personal interests and individualism in work .









